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Abstract 

Materials science features engineering, chemistry, and physics. In a Venn diagram, materials science is 
located at the intersection of these three fields. That is why the fast evolution and introduction of novel 
and smart dental materials over the last years is not surprising. Indeed, we live in an exciting period in 
Dentistry where the menu of materials available keeps expanding. In dental practice, the material data 
and clinical behavior influence our choices. The most insightful comment about materials is the ‘rock, 
paper, scissors’ analogy. Do you know how this translates to the dental materials that you use in the dental 
office? Can you picture how new materials will revolutionize the choices and applications in dentistry in 
the next 10 years? What will it take to get there? These questions will be addressed in this talk. Join us! 
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Dr. Salazar Marocho is a full-time Assistant professor and Program Director of the Ph.D. program in the 
Biomedical Materials Science Department at University of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC). She 
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