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Abstract 

Despite the preservation of teeth into old age, there are still many people who become partially 
edentulous and seek a prosthetic solution for this. If tooth- or implant-supported fixed prosthetic 
restoration is not possible or feasible, a removable prosthesis may be necessary. When the removable 
partial denture is fitted with a metal base frame, anchors and supports are fitted to the pillar teeth. 
These offer advantages in terms of retention and stability of the removable prosthesis.

It is important that the supports and retention arms of such a framed prosthesis are placed in the 
appropriate locations to provide optimal stability and retention of the prosthesis, taking into account 
the available pillar teeth. The purpose of this lecture is to refresh the basic mechanical principles for 
designing a frame prosthesis and discuss some concrete cases using a 3D interactive tool to facilitate 
teaching.
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