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Abstract 

When one considers the advances in preventive and restorative dentistry over the past 50+ years, it seems 
as though the prevalence of complete edentulism SHOULD be nearly extinct.  Dental caries and 
periodontal disease, both preventable diseases, remain the primary etiologic factors responsible for 
edentulism globally.  Recent reports place the prevalence of complete edentulism as 4.9% in the US, 6.4% 
in Canada, 8.5% in South Africa, 9% is China, 16.3% in India, 18% in Russia, and 21.7% in Mexico.  The 
prevalence increases in the older populations.  In spite of the growth of dental implant therapy since the 
introduction of the concept of osseointegration by PI Branemark, many edentulous patients simply cannot 
afford implant related reconstruction.  This presentation will focus on the factors related to complete 
edentulism, and will document the importance of complete denture prosthetics globally. 
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