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Abstract 

Palaeontology and dentistry are seemingly unrelated fields, but they have a surprisingly rich and 
intertwined history. This talk explores those historical connections, showing how the foundations for 
dentistry in England were laid through the comparative study of animal teeth, both living and fossil. 
Comparative dental anatomy and evolution may not be as prevalent in dental education as they were in 
the past, but they still have tremendous value in pedagogy, foundational, and translational science. As a 
gateway science for young people today, exploring the connections between extinct animals and their 
dental anatomy provides an effective tool for engaging students with core concepts in dentistry and oral 
hygiene. However, palaeontology can also provide scientific insights into the origins of our teeth, why 
they appear the way the do in health and disease, and potentially reveal new avenues for bio-inspired 
solutions to current challenges in oral biology. 
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